
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Last newsletter I talked about Venezuela and the devastation there. Now, 
the world has witnessed the floods in Nepal, killing many people and 
destroying infrastructure that will take years to replace. The appeal RAWCS 
launched has raised over $510,000 to date, and more than $143,000 has 
already been distributed in partnership with Rotary Clubs including Rudramati, 
Dhading, Swoyambhu, Kathmandu, Orange Daybreak and Bordertown, to 
assist Nepali communities affected by the disaster. These projects are already 
working on the ground to help those affected. If you, or your club, would like 
to contribute, the donation information for the project can be found at 
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27. 
 
We will be at the Zone Conference in Melbourne at the end of October, if you are going, come and see us at booth, we would 
love to have a chat and update you on RAWCS events.” 

HEATHER CHONG, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
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Nepal Flood Appeal 
The devastating floods in Nepal have 
left thousands of families facing 
unimaginable loss. Homes have been 
destroyed, livelihoods swept away and 
entire communities are struggling to 
rebuild in the aftermath of this disaster. 
 
Thanks to the incredible generosity of 
Rotary members, supporters and 
partners across our network, the Nepal 
Flooding Disaster Relief Fund by RAWCS 
has already raised more than $510,000. 
These funds are already making a 
tangible difference on the ground.  
 
Pictured right, RC Dhading is one of the 
many clubs working closely with local  

 
authorities and community partners, 
and providing urgently needed 
essentials including pots, pans, 
blankets, bedding, gas cylinders and 
other essentials identified through  
government emergency response 
requests.  
 
While immediate relief is reaching 
vulnerable families, the need remains 
immense. Many people continue to 
live in temporary conditions, having lost 
not only their homes but also the basic 
items needed to care for their families 
and restore a sense of normality.  
 
Every donation, no matter the size, 
helps deliver practical aid, restore 
dignity and offer hope to families  

 

working to rebuild their lives after this 
devastating event.  
 
Donate today to help vulnerable 
communities in Nepal in their road to 
recovery using the link below: 
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27. 

 

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27
https://donations.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27


 

Volunteer Opportunities 
For Rotarians, service is at the heart of everything. RAWCS offers a unique opportunity for Rotary members to extend their 
impact beyond their local communities by participating in humanitarian and sustainable development projects across 
Australia and around the world. Through hands-on volunteering, Rotarians can share their skills, experience and 
commitment to helping those in need while working alongside fellow Rotary members. 
 
Interested in volunteering? Visit RAWCS to explore current opportunities and learn how you can be part of the next project 
team: https://rawcs.org.au/volunteer/ 

Airbnb Webinar 
When disaster strikes, Rotarians are 
often among the first to respond, 
identifying needs, coordinating 
support, and helping communities 
recover.  
 
Through the RAWCS and Airbnb.org 
Emergency Accommodation 
Partnership, Rotary Clubs and Districts 
now have access to an innovative 
resource that can provide eligible 
individuals and families affected by 
disasters with up to 28 nights of free 
temporary accommodation. 
 
To learn more about this important 
initiative, we invite all Rotarians to join 
an upcoming webinar: 
 
Date: Tuesday, 6 October 2026 
Time: 2:00pm AEDT (Sydney time) 
Teams Link (Here) 
 
This webinar will explain how Rotary 
Clubs and Districts can play a direct 
role in connecting people in need with 
emergency accommodation through 
Airbnb.org and RAWCS. Attendees will 
gain practical insights into how the 
partnership works, who is eligible for 
support, and how clubs can 
incorporate this resource into their 
disaster response and community  
service activities. 

 
Club Presidents, Community Service 
Directors, Disaster Response Leaders, 
and all interested Rotarians are 
encouraged to attend. Please also 
share this opportunity with fellow 
members who may benefit from 
learning about this valuable 
community resource. 
 
Together, we can help ensure that 
people facing crisis have access to 
safe, temporary accommodation and 
the support they need to begin 
rebuilding their lives. We look forward 
to seeing you online. 

Upcoming Events 
Stay connected with RAWCS and the 
wider humanitarian and Rotary 
community through these upcoming 
events. 
 
🏛️ 10 October 2026 
Government House Open Day (Link) 
Venue: Government House, Canberra 
RAWCS will be represented at this 
prestigious community event, 
showcasing our humanitarian programs 
and engaging with visitors from across 
Australia. This is a fantastic opportunity 
to raise awareness of our work and 
connect with a network of more than 
3,000 attendees. 
 
 

 
🌏 12 to 14 October 2026 
ACFID National Conference (Link) 
Venue: National Convention Centre, 
Canberra 
Australia's leading international 
development and humanitarian 
conference, bringing together sector 
leaders, NGOs, practitioners and 
changemakers from across the 
country. The conference provides an 
invaluable platform for learning, 
collaboration and shaping the future of 
global development and humanitarian 
action. 
 
⚙️ 29 October to 1 November 2026 
Rotary South Pacific Zone Conference 
(Link) 
Venue: The Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre, Melbourne 
Join Rotary leaders and members from 
across Australia, New Zealand and the 
South Pacific for four days of 
inspiration, networking and professional 
development. The conference 
celebrates Rotary's impact while 
exploring new opportunities for service, 
leadership and collaboration 
throughout the region. 
 
We look forward to connecting with 
many of you at these events over the 
coming months. Together, we continue 
to strengthen Rotary's impact locally, 
nationally and around the world. 

https://rawcs.org.au/volunteer/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Mzc3NDhjNmUtZDFiZS00Y2ZhLTk1MDctOGMyNDg1MTZiOWY3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228f78ddfb-e730-49a6-9a24-bd3f26b2e68d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e79fde4a-b155-4566-94eb-255b1fc1326d%22%7d
https://www.gg.gov.au/about-governor-general/governor-generals-official-residences/visiting-government-house
https://acfid.asn.au/members/conference-2026/
https://rotarydownunder.org/events/2026-rotary-zone-8-conference/
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