
The Rover aims to support RAWCS project 
teams to form, learn, grow, share, 
collaborate, and succeed!

Last edition of the Rover was overflowing 
with amazing education projects so a couple 
had to be carried forward to this one.  

It’s inspiring to see both the hope and 
courage of new participants exploring new 
ways to apply their gifts for good, and the 
resilience and teamwork which keep teams 
coming back over the years. 

Rotary and RAWCS are offering Australians 
wonderful opportunities for self-fulfillment  
through our projects.

The Eastern Region RAWCS Meeting will be 
held by Team Viewer on Sunday 13th 
November 2022 from 9 am/to about 11.30 
am.
Here’s the LINK
Meeting ID: 883 4876 3346
Passcode: 211378
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Eastern Region has 185 education-related RAWCS projects, of 
which 90% are overseas in developing countries.

I’m so proud of us for this because fewer than 6% of Australia’s 
46,455 charities serve overseas, where most of the need is. 
(acnc.gov.au)

Australia’s annual school education budget of $59.5 billion serves 
just over 4 million students, with an average of $14 762 per 
student. Additional parental expenditure is often quite significant, 
and about 11.5 thousand students receive additional support from the thousands of charities 
active in this field. (abs.gov.au and acnc.gov.au)

By comparison, Tanzania spends 1.45 billion US dollars p.a. on 26 million schoolchildren, which 
is an average of US$55, or A$87 not very equitably spread. Tanzanian parents and charities are 
generally ill-equipped to add much to that inadequate sum.

UNICEF reports that “in 2007, Tanzania achieved nearly universal access to primary education. 
However, since then, enrolment of primary school-aged children has been dropping. An 
estimated 2 million children”, mostly the poorest,  “between the ages of 7 and 13 years are out-
of-school. Almost 70 per cent of children aged 14–17 years are not enrolled in secondary 
education while a mere 3.2 per cent are enrolled for the final two years of schooling.”

RAWCS is making a difference where a difference is most sorely needed. Yay, us!!

I hope you enjoy this edition of the Rover.

Penny Vos
Eastern Region Communications

Education

http://acnc.gov.au
http://abs.gov.au
http://acnc.gov.au
https://www.unicef.org/tanzania/what-we-do/education


Divine Mercy Nursery and Primary School, Uganda
The community in Buwampa, Buikwe District, 
saw the need to provide education  for  the  
local children.  

With  no government  school  nearby,  the  
community  leaders built  3  mud  classrooms  
and  organised  volunteer teachers.  
 
Children  sat  on timber  planks  balanced  on  
broken pieces  of  rock.  

The  school  had  an  enrolment  of  50 children  
who  were  trying  to  learn in extremely 

challenging conditions.  
In August 2016, the school was visited by an 
Australian Rotary team led by Brisbane  Water  
Rotarian  Sue O’Neill.  

The visitors were amazed that lessons were 
delivered with such limited  resources,  and  
inspired  by  the  dedication  of the  local  
community.  

The  Aussie  team  gave  a  small donation for 
blackboards and scholastic materials, through 

the Rotary Club of Njeru.

Rotarian Sue O’Neill agreed to raise funds in Australia for a new classroom block to support the 
students.  
 
In January 2018 the new school opened. 365 children arrived  at  the  start  of  the  school  year 
and immediately our new 3 classrooms were inadequate! 

More school infrastructure was planned and 
active fund raising continued in Australia. 
 
During  2018  and  2019,  we  saw  the  
completion  of more  classrooms,  a  
multipurpose  building, a  clinic,  administration  
offfices,  teachers staff room, a library, a new 
kitchen,  a storeroom, another toilet block and 
two Montessori style nursery classrooms .  
 
We  installed  3  water  tanks  plus  2  tank  
stands  with feeder tanks to supply running 
water to the teacher’s houses and staff toilets,
and provided  uniforms,  scholastic  materials,  
desks, chairs and support to our teachers.   
 



In 2019 we educated 478 students. 

We had an enrolment  rate  of  48.9%  girl  students  
compared  to  the Ugandan National average of 
37.6%. 

We began 2020 with enormous enthusiasm.  
Brisbane Water  Rotary  had  an  ongoing  
commitment  to  supporting Divine Mercy Nursery 
and Primary school. 

We installed computers for the teachers and 
landscaped the school grounds. 

We decided to introduce Montessori education to our 
nursery students and Aussie teams carried many 
kilos of Montessori supplies to Uganda. 

Our nursery teachers underwent intensive 
Montessori training during their 2019 Christmas 
holidays. 

We were excited and ready for the 2020 school year. 
We set up the Montessori classrooms with help from 
Lanam Kijange a professional Montessori teacher 
and our newly trained teachers were beyond 
enthusiastic. 

My son Bry O’Neill, a Montessori enthusiast, travelled 
to Uganda in November 2019 and January 2020 to 
help with the set up and roll out of the new 
Montessori method of education. 

No-one anticipated what came next. The world 
plunged into 

the covid pandemic and countries went into 
lockdown. 

Divine Mercy, as all schools in Uganda closed. 

School resumed in January 2022 and though we 
have big challenges, we have addressed many new 
standard operating procedures to prevent covid 
spread. 

Brisbane Water Rotary hopes visits will be possible 
again soon. 

Yours in Rotary,

PP Sue O’Neill Secretary and International Director Brisbane Water Rotary 

Divine Mercy Nursery and Primary school, Uganda



It is interesting to look at the statistics from the RAWCS 
Annual Report for 2021-22 which was approved at the AGM 
held at the Rotary Zone 8 Conference in Canberra on Friday 
28th October.  
RAWCS, working with the national network of Rotarians, 
Rotary Clubs and Districts supported projects in 39 developing 
countries and in every State and Territory of Australia. 
The Rotary Australia Overseas Aid Fund (RAOAF) supports 
humanitarian projects in developing countries. At the end of 
the 2021-22 year there were 366 current RAOAF projects. 
The Rotary Australia Benevolent Society (RABS) provides 
benevolent relief to individuals and communities in need in 
Australia. There were 117 RABS projects including 39 current 
Rotary Australia Compassionate Grant (RACG) projects which 
are part funded by philanthropic partnerships. 
The Rotary Australia Relief Fund (RARF) runs appeals to fund 
recovery and resilience in communities impacted by disaster. 
Funds were being directed to projects from 4 appeals.  
National Appeals conducted under RARF this year have 

raised funds for supporting people impacted by the Volcanic eruption in Tonga, the severe flooding 
in SE Queensland and NE NSW, and the recurrent flooding in the Sydney basin and surrounding 
areas. Families in Tonga have been helped in partnership with our friends at Rotary New Zealand 
World Community Service through provision of prepositioned Emergency Response Kits and 
shipping of containers loaded with requested medical supplies and equipment and other items 
including dental equipment and fishing gear. Families in the flood zones are being assisted with 
vouchers to help them to purchase essentials locally, and with temporary housing support in 
addition to the projects, helping hands and general support of local Rotarians in cleaning up and 
rebuilding. 
Our support for bushfire recovery received a significant boost with a donation of $750,000 from the 
PNG Think Tank group. This wonderful donation has been used to support recovery projects in 
Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia in addition to projects already completed there and 
in NSW and Queensland. 
Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) reported a reversal of the worrying uptrend in malaria case 
incidence in our partner countries. It is hoped that this now reflects better quality control of 
manufactured insecticide impregnated bed nets being distributed to households since 2020. RAM’s 
focus continued on supporting Timor Leste in their bid to maintain zero cases and achieve WHO 
Malaria free status whilst encouraging increased surveillance and response to cases in the border 
areas of Indonesia. Also support continues for active case detection and treatment in Solomon 
Islands and indoor residual insecticide training and treatment in Vanuatu. 
Rotary Australia Equipment Repurposing (RARE) has warehouses in Brisbane, Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth which collectively sent 44 container loads of requested goods to a 
total of 18 developing countries. Along with medical equipment, supplies and other donated goods, 
8 million KN95 facemasks were shipped to aid the Covid response. With the greater than 100% 
increase in the cost of containers and freight, experienced this year, a balance must be found 
between the shipping cost and the value of the delivered goods. In a first for this activity, airfreight 
has been employed to deliver >$15 million worth of much needed medical supplies to Ukraine. 

During 2021-22 national and international partnerships have greatly assisted RAWCS in building 
stronger and better resourced projects. By partnering with the Australian Government’s National 

The ER Co-ordinator’s Overview



Recovery and Resilience Agency, RAWCS has brought drought support to 13,000 families and 
engaged 138 communities, through the Drought Community Outreach Project, strongly 
supported by local Rotary Clubs. 

Overseas, RAM has partnered with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, to develop 
the “Finish The Fight” fund raising campaign to extend malaria elimination work in our 
neighbouring countries. RAWCS has also agreed to underwrite and promote an international 
symposium on progress toward eliminating malaria titled “Finish the Fight Against Malaria” 
scheduled in conjunction with the Rotary International Convention in Melbourne during May 
2023. 

Through the RAWCS partnerships with the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations 
(AFUO) and Caritas International - Ukraine, the Rotary Clubs of Sydney Cove and Holroyd have 
been able “In a first for this activity, airfreight has been employed to deliver >$15 million worth of 
much needed medical supplies to Ukraine.” 6 to deliver significant aid to displaced people in both 
Ukraine and on arrival in Australia. This project has raised $6.5 M through our shared networks 
and contributions by Qantas and others have helped the Medishare project of RARE deliver 25 
pallets of medical consumables to Ukraine. 

By providing small grants to Rotary Club projects through the RACGs, matched by funds raised 
in the local community, the original $2M provided by philanthropists Dick and Pip Smith has 
resulted in more than $6M in assistance for Australian families doing it tough. RAWCS is 
currently looking to partner with other philanthropist donors to further develop this wonderful, 
focused service. 

From a financial perspective, donations to RAWCS have recovered from 2020-2021 but are still 
not at levels pre the COVID-19 pandemic. Donations to the top 30 RAWCS projects, represent 
70% of all donations to RAWCS.  It is interesting to reflect on the following donation statistics:

Ukraine humanitarian assistance Projects: $6,337,414

Australian Flood relief Projects: $1,157,182

Cambodia based humanitarian Projects: $988,317

Top 14 other large humanitarian Projects: $6,513,781

From a Regional perspective Eastern Region has 184 projects registered with RAWCS from 100 
clubs. 

146 are overseas in developing countries. 44 are in Australia.

In 2021-22 Eastern Region sent only two volunteers overseas, one to Kenya and one to Nepal. 
It is great to see from David Waterhouse’s report that we are now very much back into doing 
what we do so well.  So far this year we have 54 volunteers registered in 11 teams to work 8 
countries, representing nine clubs.  It is great 
to see the enthusiasm by so many to get 
back into the valuable works being 
undertaken by RAWCS volunteers and I 
know there are many more who are not far 
behind.  I would like to express my 
appreciation to everyone in RAWCS Eastern 
Region for their ongoing contribution through 
their various RAWCS projects.

Brian Goldstraw

RAWCS Eastern Region Coordinator



Myra Castellano-Hegarty 
took a team of volunteers 
including doctors and 
dentists, to Bacolod City 
in the central Philippines 
in June and July this year.  
The district is the sugar 
bowl of the country, but 
many there still live in 
poverty. 
The volunteers felt the 
obligation of those born 
into a rich first-world 
country to give to those 
less fortunate, and had 

been involved in 
preparations for as much as 12 months beforehand. Still, when they were confronted for 
the first time in their lives with real poverty it was a shock for them! They adjusted, and 
made valuable contributions in building, medical and dental training, conducting a 
sustainable feeding program, distribution of donated spectacles and laptops, a special 
outreach to the deaf and blind and special education community.
Volunteers came at their own expense and gave their own time and money. There was 
plenty of work: one doctor from Wollongong who usually served a handful of patients a 
day found he was attending to up to 150 patients a day! 
After work, there was a chance to engage with the Filipino community, where dancing was 
popular, and such events gave the opportunity for local fundraising. 
This year’s mission was the latest in a series started by Rotary clubs from the Illawarra, in 
company with the Rotary Club of Glenhaven, and the Rotary Club of Seaton Devon (UK) 
partnering in the Philippines with the Rotary Clubs of Metro-Bacolod and, iHome Western 
Visayas- an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity whose mission is to create “Better lives 
through Better Homes”.
The Illawarra Sunrise, Glenhaven, West Wollongong and Corrimal Rotary Clubs and the 
Rotary Club of Seaton UK combined to send a team in 2020 that operated for a 10-day 
period and ran seven clinics in five locations, during which 20 local people received 
medical or dental training.  The total value of work done by the team came to more than 
$94,000.
There will be another medical and dental team going to Bacolod City next year.

TACKLING EXTREME POVERTY
A Rotary Mission to Bacolod City, Philippines



Stay in Touch 
Got a Question or 

Suggestion?

You can find the right person 
to ask here:

Eastern Region Contacts 
List

Follow us on Facebook

RARE

RAM on Facebook

DIK on Facebook

Thanks!
To Sue O’Neill for words 

and pictures about Divine 
Mercy School.

Also to Malcolm Brown 
and Myra Castellano-

Hegarty for the story of 
the Phillipines Volunteer 

Tour.

Malaria in Our Area - RAMS

We have some impending vacancies if 
you’d like to get involved with RAM 
Australia! 

We’re looking for: 
– National Secretary for RAM

– Districts are always in need of support. 
We welcome enquiries for your 
involvement in your District’s RAM 
Committee.

RAMS are planning study tours on 
malaria projects in 2023 – we conducted 
successful tours in 2014, 2017 and 
2020. Contact RAMS at national.ram @ 
rawcs.com.au to find out more 
information

http://rawcs.org.au/regions/rawcs-eastern-region/
http://rawcs.org.au/regions/rawcs-eastern-region/
http://RAWCS%20-%20Rotary%20Australia%20World%20Community%20Service
https://rawcs.org.au/repurposing/
https://www.facebook.com/ram.australia/
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryDIK/

