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Education Focus
The Rover aims to support RAWCS project
teams to form, learn, grow, share, collaborate,
and succeed!
This edition of the Rover will introduce some
amazing education projects that might help
yours to ful l its glorious potential.
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Education
Education is one of Rotary’s seven priorities,
along with:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fighting Disease
Providing Water and Sanitation
Saving Mothers and Children
Promoting Peace
Economic and Community Development
Protecting the Environment

There are 191 RAWCS Education projects nationally and 73 are based in the Eastern Region.
Our education services reach those in need as far away as Mongolia, Zambia, Ethiopia,
Malaysia, Tonga, West Timor, Madagascar, Pakistan, Peru and Iraq.
Countries bene tting from two of our projects include South Sudan, South Africa, Bangladesh,
Solomon Islands, Laos, Samoa and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
RAWCS operates three projects in Zimbabwe, four in Thailand and six in each of The
Phillipines, Fiji and India.
We have seven projects in each of Vanuatu, Indonesia and Uganda and eight projects in
Tanzania.
There are nine RAWCS education projects in PNG, eleven in Timor-Leste and fourteen
education projects in each of Sri Lanka and Vietnam.
Eighteen of our education projects are in each of Kenya and Nepal, nineteen are in Australia
and a mighty twenty seven projects RAWCS education projects are in Cambodia.
As a teacher, I’m well aware of the shortcomings of education in Australia. I do aspire for it to
improve. On the other hand, the children served by our projects are receiving so much less that
it is hard to even imagine:
Government spending on education in D.R. Congo was 0.91% of the military-presidential
section of the budget in 2000*, when it had over 47 million people, over half of whom were
children under the age of 14. Imagine the government providing such a pittance, when the
number of children in need was greater than the whole population of Australia! At the same
time, employment there is scarce and inadequate, and there is no social safety net, so children
do miss years of schooling just because it is unaffordable.
But take heart, we are part of the solution. Try Gapminder’s Quiz on the state of education in
the world. You may be surprised at the difference we’re making!
I hope you enjoy this edition of the Rover.
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Penny Vos
Eastern Region Communications

Teacher-In-A-Box
During a Rotary club visit to Arusha, Tanzania in 2012,
Jeanette Johnstone visited a government school and found
a serious lack of teaching resources. A trip to the local library
found it full of serious students with no computers and a
limited number of quality text books.
While the internet may be seen by many to be the answer
this was found not to be the case. The internet was too slow
and too expensive to support proper online learning, and it
was being reported that student results in the Tanzanian
National Exams had dropped in places where students had
access to the internet. (Presumably due to the distractions of
social media). Another solution was needed.
“I found a group that had made an off-line version of Khan
Academy, a not-for-pro t organisation that provides free
short lectures via YouTube.” Jeanette said.
Back in Australia, she shared her idea with an inspired 19-year-old IT student volunteering at
Computers 4 Learning, a Rotary project for which Jeanette also volunteered. Patrick Hackett
had the skills, knowledge and enthusiasm to put her ideas into action – and a prototype version
of Teacher in a Box was born.
The initial raspberry pi server was placed in the Arusha Regional Library and other locations
around Arusha in 2014 but it had its limitations. As luck would have it, a new volunteer arrived at
Computers 4 Learning with an extensive background in setting up networks in developing
countries. Chris Hoyland took up the challenge and Teacher in a Box was born.
Since then Teacher in a Box has partnered with several not-for pro t organisations and the
educational content continues to grow.
Several government schools have embraced the technology and integrated the enhanced
learning in their curriculum. These have performed exceptionally well in the national exams and
the teachers remained overwhelmingly in support of it.
The team knew that they had a winning formula but it would be too inef cient and expensive to
do all the travel themselves. Instead they now focus on:
a) Building and developing the Teacher in a Box servers and
b) Training and supporting not-for-pro t organisations (including Rotarians) to deploy Teacher
in a Box servers into communities where children and students are disadvantaged by a lack
of access to quality educational materials.
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This text was condensed from the website at https://
teacherinabox.org.au
It is well worth a visit!

School-In-A-Bag
In the introduction to the website, School-in-a-Bag asks:
“As an educator, can you imagine teaching a class of 50+ children, who have nothing to write with and
nothing to write on?
As a child, can you imagine trying to learn how to read without a book? Can you imagine grasping
basic mathematical skills without a pencil? Can you imagine learning how to write without a pen and
paper?
This is the situation which faces millions of children and teachers around the world because of factors
such as FAMINE, DISEASE, SOCIAL CONFLICT, WAR, DISASTER and POVERTY.
The millions of children who are lucky enough to access education are leaving school unable to read,
write or do basic mathematics due to the lack of resources and opportunities available to them.”
School-in-a-Bag provides a backpack full of school supplies to thousands of children each year,
and it works, as this before-and-after example illustrates:
“In 2013, 7 children gained enough marks to progress to secondary School – in 2014, 30 had done so.
In 2013, the highest mark was 284. In 2014 it was 374. Eleven children achieved more than 300.”
Jacqueline Lindgren, Chair of Trustees – ETATU (Talking about the impact in the region Msambweni,
Kenya.
If your project is struggling to provide both fees and school supplies, School-in-a-Bag might be the
partner to help. You can contact them via Facebook or the website. Click the child below for video.

Luke and the SIAB
Team with a
“thank you”
bunting from our
Mama Wimbi
Project in Congo.

A Word From The ER Co-ordinator (formerly “The Chair”)
We start the new Rotary year with several changes of Eastern
Region personnel affecting both RAWCS Eastern Region (ER)
and RAWCS nationally.
David Pearson (from D9660 from RC Armidale) has changed role
from the Vice Chairman on the RAWCS Board to taken up the
Chairman’s role on the Board. He replaces John McLaren who
has served as the chairman for many years overseeing the
signi cant organisation changes required to meet legislative
changes for RAWCS to maintain its Deductible Gift Recipient
(DGR) status.
DGN Andrea Grosvenor (from D9705 from RC Queanbeyan) is
now a director as the DGE representative on the RAWCS Board
and will continue to serve on the Board as the DG representative
next year. Last year Andrea was the Rotarians Against Malaria
(RAM) Supervisor on the Eastern Region Management
Committee. We appreciate the active role Andrea has taken in
promoting malaria eradication for Eastern Region. Gary Davis (from D9705 from RC Woden
Daybreak) is now the RAM Supervisor on the Eastern Region Management Committee, and we
look forward to his enthusiasm for the very important RAM initiative of RAWCS.
I have now undertaken the Eastern Region Coordinator’s role replacing Brian Coffey who is
taking a well-deserved break (I won’t say rest) and my role as ER Secretary is being undertaken
by Malcolm Brown. The Region Coordinator position has recently been renamed previously
being known as Eastern Region RAWCS Chair. I would like to thank Brian for his signi cant
contribution to ER. I have enjoyed our last three years working together as a team, thank you
Brian. I now look forward to working with Malcolm.
On 1st July Districts D9650 and D9670 amalgamated to become 9660 with DG Neville Parsons,
previously DG for D9650 for 2009-10, leading the district. Peter Comino (from RC Morisset) will
continue as District RAWCS Chair undertaking the role for the combined district. I would like to
thank Kerrie Wood who has enthusiastically undertaken the responsibilities as District RAWCS
Chair for D9650 for several years before the amalgamation. Bill Wattam (from RC Ginninderra)
has taken over the role of District RAWCS Chair for D9705 from Keith Edmonds (from RC
Queanbeyan). I would like to thank Keith for his contribution in this role. The District Chairs for
ER are now:
D9660 Peter Comino (RC Morisset)
D9675 Malcolm Brown (RC Parramatta City)
D9685 Jan Pryor (RC Northlakes Toukley)
D9705 Bill Wattam (RC Ginninderra)
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At the June RAWCS Board meeting it was decided to accept the change of name from DIK
(Donation in Kind) which is a registered name owned by West Footscray and HEERA (Health
Education Repurposing Activity) to RARE (Rotary Australia Repurposing Equipment). Until
everyone is familiar with the new name for this activity of RAWCS I suggest following RARE by
“previously known as DIK and HEERA”.

Following the recent oods RAWCS has launched the rst national appeal for this Rotary Year through
the Rotary Australia Relief Fund, registered as a national RAWCS project. Project 1-2022-23 is open
for donations to support and resource the Rotary Clubs in the ood affected areas of the Sydney Basin
and surrounding areas (this will include Broke, Singleton and other affected areas). We know that the
local Rotary Clubs will be doing all in their powers to help their communities to deal with the third major
ood in less than two years and will be there for the long haul when the media cycle and other
agencies have moved on. Immediate support and longer-term activities to shore up the mental
wellbeing of the victims as they tackle yet another clean-up as well as rebuilding community
infrastructure and supporting resilience is what Rotary does well. Please support this work by making
a donation to this project https://donations.rawcs.com.au/1-2022-23.
Statistics for Registered RAWCS ER Projects - as at 23/7 2022

Project Type

Eastern
Region

Total RAWCS
Projects

Percent

District

Total All Projects

Percent

Overseas Aid Fund

148

368

40%

D9660

41

21%

Benevolent Society

33

83

40%

D9675

32

16%

Compassionate Grants

15

41

37%

D9685

83

42%

0

4

0%

D9705

40

20%

196

496

40%

Relief Fund
Total (all projects)

Total - ER

196

I would like to express my appreciation to everyone in RAWCS Eastern Region for their ongoing
contribution through their various RAWCS projects.
Brian Goldstraw
RAWCS Eastern Region
Coordinator
August 2022
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FOOD PLANT SOLUTIONS ROTARIAN ACTION GROUPS IN
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE 32 OF 2009-10
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The next RAWCS ER quarterly meeting on the weekend of 13th-14th August includes the AGM on the
Sunday morning. Nominations are open for all RAWCS ER Management Committee positions for
2023-24. In particular, Keith Roffey, who has been very active in supporting the DIK/HEERA/RARE
activities and made a signi cant contribution to this program of RAWCS for many years, is retiring from
the position of RARE facility Manager at Castle Hill in June 2023. This position is being advertised by
the Sydney Districts. We require nominations for this position. If you are aware of anyone who would
be interested, please encourage them to apply.

Computers for your Project
31-2011-12: Low Power Consuming Computers for Developing Countries, Worldwide.

This project developed from the need for computers for schools without power, and was
started in parnership with TAFE and Rotary.
The objec ve was to have a solar power system and computer systems which was rugged
and able to operate in high temperatures, high humidity and a dusty environment and all
this for less than $500 per unit.
We looked at laptops, notebooks, raspberry, “one laptop per child” and se led on a solid
state computer with 1 gigabyte RAM and 32 gigabyte solid state storage, a 12 volt caravan
terminal and so ware from Microso and free ware.
The solar system with ba eries is addi onal, which would cost around $5,000 but besides
running the computers, will also provide power to light the classrooms
Over 200 units have now been installed in PNG, Vanuatu and the Philippines.
This project has brought together several Rotary Clubs in Australia and Interna onal
Countries and TAFE teachers and students.
We have been able to take over 50 TAFE students to install and train students and teachers
– a great educa onal outcome whichever way one looks at it.
Mr Phill Isaacs (H) 02 4784 1882 (M) 0408 966 173 Email: pisaacs@bigpond.net.au
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SOLAR COMPUTERS IN USE IN VANUATU

RARE ( previously known as DIK and HEERA) Update
RARE is an activity of Rotary Australia
World Community Service Limited
(RAWCS) and assists Australian Rotary
Clubs and other charitable organisations to
achieve their goals in providing
humanitarian aid of in-kind donations by
accessing useable, redundant health and
educational equipment for their projects.
RARE is a resource and a support service
providing advice and assistance to sort,
package and transport these items to
communities locally, nationally and
internationally.
NONDUGL JIWAKA PROVINCE PNG PROJECT,
The extensive services of RARE enables
WESTERN HIGHLANDS, PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Rotarians and other organisations to
undertake international and local projects
ef ciently and effectively within a regulative framework.

The RARE brand speci cally de nes the relevancy and purpose of making a positive impact
on the Australian environment by reducing land ll, and achieving sustainability by placing
equipment where it is needed and can be used.
RARE representatives are available as guest speakers at club meetings.

There are currently 41 RAWCS projects involving equipment repurposing, and 11 of
them are based in the Eastern Region.
In order of number of projects, the countries involved are Timor Leste, Sri Lanka,
PNG, Australia, Cambodia, Nigeria, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, India, Malaysia, Viet
Nam, Tonga, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Kenya, Namibia, Tanzania and Nepal.
Rotarians and others are invited to volunteer on a regular basis and assist in the preparation
of equipment. The facility is open each Thursday between 10:00am – 2:00pm.
Address: Unit 4, 12 – 14 Anella Avenue, Castle Hill NSW 2154
Tax deductible donations can be made to: RAWCS Project No: 73-2013-14 via
www.rawcs.org.au or the link: https://donations.rawcs.com.au/73-2013-14
For further information please contact:
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Alex Donaldson - e: alexdpenrithvalleyrotary.org m: 0414 392 895
PDG David Clark – e: daveclark@westnet.com.au m: 0414 364 812
Janis Harvey – e: jbharvey13@bigpond.com m: 0415 49 022

RAWCS Eastern Region Quarterly Meeting
13th – 14th August 2022
Hosted by The Rotary District 9675
Bankstown District Sports Club
8 Green eld Parade, Bankstown, Sydney

Weekend Program
Saturday afternoon– 2:00 - 4:30pm
Information Sessions & Showcase of Local RAWCS Projects.

Session 1 - Education - Brian Co ey – the Art of Story Telling
Session 2 - Three Overseas Aid Fund Projects of RC Liverpool West
Session 3 - Compassionate Grant Project of RC Engadine
One Meal 'Plus / First Aid Van' Service

Saturday Evening Dinner – 6:30pm for 7:00pm -$45
Guest Speaker: - Jugoslav (Jerry) Duma,
the Honorary Ukrainian Consult for Sydney

Sunday Morning Session – 9:00 - 12:30pm
Annual General Meeting
followed by General Meeting
Come and celebrate Rotary success and fellowship with District 9675. Take
advantage of the opportunity to enjoy fellowship with Rotarians passionate about
RAWCS and share and learn about undertaking projects overseas where so much is
being achieved.
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For Information contact:
Malcolm Brown, District 9675 RAWCS Chair Mob: 0402 183 042,
Email: dugeh_style@hotmail.com.

RAMS are planning study tours
on malaria projects in 2023 (when
safe to do so) – we conducted
successful tours in 2014, 2017
and 2020. Contact RAMS at
national.ram @ rawcs.com.au to
nd out more information.

Stay in Touch

Got a Question or
Suggestion?
You can nd the right person
to ask here:

Dinner and Social Bowls
Help support the fantastic work
our state and national Rotarians
are doing with Rotarians Against
Malaria with Dinner and Social
Bowls at RC Davenport on
27-28th August 2022.

Eastern Region Contacts
List
Follow us on Facebook
HEERA/DIK
RAM on Facebook
DIK on Facebook
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Malaria in Our Area - RAMS

