ESsential News May 2022
E&S Committee:
Co Chairs: David Dippie, RC Keilor
East solatube@bigpond.com
Donna Martin, RC Bacchus Marsh
Donna@balancedfinancial.com.au
Peter Berg, RC Melbourne
pberg8@bigpond.net.au
Lesley McCarthy, RC Flemington
Kensington Lillico2009@gmail.com
Rob Anderson, RC Canterbury
Pam Dittmer, RC South Melbourne
Fabienne Nichola, RC Camberwell
Ted Waghorne, RC

Dates for your calendar:

ESRAG Oceania Chapter Meeting
Thursday 19 May at 7.30pm
Launch of the Club Carbon Calculator
Humanitix
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5598376225

Wednesday 20 May
World Bee Day
Wednesday 20 May 12.30pm
Rotary Club of Melbourne
Enviro Awards Guest Speaker
Claire Moon

From our District Co Chairs:
David and Donna

The District Conference encouraged us to think about
Peace with several speakers focussing on this and the
presentation to Tanya Milatec.
Two of the major factors for instability are the disparities in
conditions between different communities and the feeling
that people in rich countries don’t care.
If you care for the environment, you will share the joy of
recycling and repurposing, but have you thought about the
outcomes.
Every time we ship a container of goods to a developing country, we are
helping to improve lives. Is there a better way to prove that we care that the
Rotary approach of volunteers gathering and packing the container and raising
the funds to ship the goods?
If you have ever had the privilege of being in a country when the goods from
the container are being distributed you will know how much our support is appricated. Its not Government funding, being distributed by employees in the
big white cars, we are people who genuinely care.
Let’s work with our Peace Scholars and explore other ways we can help.

2 June
Rotary Melbourne Food Waste
Lunch
June 5
World Environment Day
ESRAG Oceania Chapter Meeting
Tuesday 21 June 2022 at 7.30pm
National Tree Day
Sunday 31 July
Schools Tree Day Friday 29 July

Join ESRAG:
https://www.esrag.org/
membership-form
US$30 per year or

As always, we are keen to share and celebrate the great work clubs are doing.
Please consider nominating your club’s project for the District Awards:
Nominations are now open for the District 9800 Recognition Awards
2022 that will be presented at the District Changeover on 25th June 2022.
Contact Sandi Fulcher for more information or see the email sent to clubs last
week. E: sandi.fulcher@rotary9800.org
David and Donna

District Conference—Albury
Thanks to everyone who visited our displays at the conference. Not only did we have a fabulous Environment & Sustainability showcase with giveaways: there was the Rotarians 4 Bees table and Donations in Kind as well. 3 fabulous examples of
activities and events that every Rotarians could be involved with. We had lots of information and handouts to give away to
help Rotarians promote environment and sustainability in their clubs and communities.

Thanks to Bunnings for the donations of seedlings and garden supplies for the
environment showcase and to ESRAG Oceania for materials.

Our environment ambassadors were not to be missed in their green polo shirts—a great promotional and marketing
opportunity and available to purchase through Lesley.

We were delighted at the positive response to our displays and discussions with 27 people signing up for the district and ESRAG Oceania newsletters.
Our champion was Past District Governor Jennifer Scott, Rotary Blue Mountains
Central and aa member of the Cadre of Technical experts for Environment who
has been working on the criteria and details for global environment grants.
She gave a great presentation on the Sunday focussed on PEP:
Polio, Environment and Peace.

Rotarians4Bees a the Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show
Several members of Rotarians for Bees, including John & Liz McCaskill,
Ted & Rosemary Waghorne, and Rotarians from clubs including Camberwell,
Caulfield, Highton, and Kew represented R4Bees at the Melbourne International Garden Show last month. They shared a marquee with the NGIV
School Gardens Program with the Wheen Bee Foundation marquee
nearby. Rotarians for Bees sponsors the Best Pollinator in the School
Gardens competition run by NGIV.
There was a great deal of interest in the bees; and in the promotion of growing
plants to provide food and habitat for honey bees, native bees and other
pollinators. This is one of the key goals of Rotarians for Bees: raising
awareness about the need to preserve our bees and pollinators to maintain
our food security.
At our stand we had a jigsaw
puzzle of the honey
bee. students (and some adults!)
who placed a piece in the puzzle
were given a choice of either a
bee or a butterfly sticker.
The little boy in the photo at left wanted
to complete the entire puzzle, so he got
one of each.
On Thursday, we also had Naki Kahn to lead 3 schools in the Waggle Dance. She
did a terrific job and the children were enthusiastic ‘wagglers’, as were some of the
parents and teachers.

Rosemary Waghorne, Rotary Club of Canterbury
Faye Kirkwood, Rotary Club of Caulfield

Around the district:
The Rotary Club of Carlton’s Environment Sustainability Committee assisted in the planting of 550 native tree and
grass seedlings at Royal Park on Saturday 30 April.
This is in an important remnant area of native bush in Royal Park on a remnant area, known as Brens Drive, near
the State Hockey and Netball Centre. It is one of the few remaining areas of the Ecological Vegetation Class 55 –
Plains Grassy Woodland, Basalt Plains, left in the Park.
Rotarians and partners helped volunteers from the Royal Park Protection Group
and Friends of Royal Park Parkville fill in an area which was first planted this
time last year.
The Royal Park Protection Group received $12,000 from the Federal Government’s Communities Environment Program to purchase 2000 plants to help
bring back an area of indigenous species that had been lost to the Park over
time.
This latest planting day was to finalise this planting, which had been held up
due to COVID lockdowns.
Ian Ada
Rotary Club of Carlton
District 9800 Donations in Kind Container Project
Is your club looking for an international project?
Do you have $500 to put towards a shared project?
t’s a very affordable way for clubs to be a Partner in a recycling project
designed to improve conditions in a developing country. Clubs work together funding a shipping container and are able to select the project
they want to assist.
Clubs are required to donate $500 to become a Project Partner in the Regional Container Project.
Each Partner club can nominate an international project as a candidate. Complete the form at DiK.
The total value of the project will be up to $10,000 including a Rotary Foundation Grant of $3000 for projects that qualify.
DIK volunteers will assist with packing the container if clubs need assistance.
To donate go to www.rawcs.org.au and click donate.
Project details are: No 31-2014-15 (please specify D9800
Regional Container and include your Club Name)
David Dippie

Belola and Ai-Asa Garden Program
This is what happens when Rotarians and Rotary clubs support a specific project and locale for a long time:
One of the highlights of our recent trip to Timor, was visiting the school gardens at Ai-Asa and Belola.
We had an official ribbon cutting for the Ai-Asa garden, and we also visited Belola, which is looking excellent. The banana
trees are a great idea and there is plenty of room at Belola so we have just bought another 20 to be spread between the two
schools. There is water spinach, beans, eggplant, sweet potatoes and papaya in the gardens.
There is plenty more room for banana trees here on the edge of the garden - some more going in
now. There’s also a photo of the kitchen where the school meals are produced for the children
using the produce from the gardens. It’s pretty basic but does what’s needed!
After 2 months - the garden project continues to go really well.
Sebastian is working with the communities to continue planting and harvesting the
vegetables. This month they have planted watermelon, red beans, tomatoes, long beans, lettuce,
cucumbers and salad.
Each school now has 10 moringa trees as well. As you probably know, these trees grow with little
water and are a “superfood” (with large amounts of nutrients, vitamins and minerals) with most
parts of the tree being able to eaten and added to meals (whether as the ground up moringa powder or in other forms). We see this as a long term food source for the villages when the trees get larger.
The children are involved with planting and also with weeding the gardens.
The vegetables from the gardens are being used for the children’s school meals. Where there is an excess of produce which
will deteriorate if not eaten (because of the lack of refrigeration) the children take this home to their families.
The tuk-tuk continues to be incredibly useful and appears in one of the photos below.

You’ll see that we have officially named the school gardens (plaques are to be mounted).
The Ai-Asa garden has become the “Ricardo Krauskopf Garden” and the Belola Garden the “Suzanne Krauskopf
Garden”.
I think having Ricardo and Suzanne’s names on something which continues to grow and nourish the children of
Balibo is extremely fitting. They were such very strong supporters of this work for many years.

Kris Webb
Spend it Well
Timor Leste

Mangroves at Western Port
Vic Grosjean of ESRAG, a truly motivational speaker on his passion, oceans and mangroves, inspired Dick Cox from the
Rotary Club of Somerville Tyabb to arrange a Rotary working group to help Western Port Seagrass Partnership (WPSP)
clean up some of our experimental projects on the Western Port Lang Lang coastline. WPSP, of which he is a Director,
has for 20 years been trying to establish a protective belt of mangroves on this exposed eroding coastline.

One might ask why WPSP with the emphasis of seagrass in its name has been working hard on establishing mangroves, a
simple answer ‘man’ stuffed it up again! There used to be a thick ‘mattress’ of seagrass in the East Arm of western port
which calmed down the waves therefore reducing coastal erosion. But the seagrass in this area had all but disappeared in
1970 caused by increase in sedimentation and urban/farming run off.
Straight drains were put in (soldier settlement work) to drain the Koo Wee Rup and Lang Lang wetlands to produce highly
fertile farmland; farmers used excessive ‘super’, livestock accessed stream banks, all causing excessive sedimentation
smothering and cutting off required sunlight for the seagrass.
CSIRO figures today are still 60,000 tons/year of sediment in the East Arm, 20,000 from the drains, 20,000 from coastline
erosion and 20,000 from resuspension.
Melbourne Water are doing great work on sedimentation traps in the drains, farmers are not wasting money on excessive
fertilizer, Landcare groups are assisting with fencing and planting along streams and WPSP, Melbourne University and other
groups are working on re establishing a protective line of mangroves along the coast.
Why is it taking so long? Western Port (and Corner Inlet) are the southern most limit of
mangroves with only one species (20 plus in Queensland and the tropics) which is slow
growing so it takes a few years to see whether an experiment is sustainable.
The experiments that have been tried over the years are too long to explain here but
we are now ‘tying’ seeds to stakes to help them establish.
In nature seeds drop off mature trees in December/January most years, not every year,
we do not know why. They float away until they find a ‘quiet’ spot to put down their
root and send up a shoot and, if the waves don’t wash them out, barnacles don’t
smother them, sediment doesn’t smother them or ‘man’ doesn’t pull them out (the
later happens in a few areas!) they will grow and produce seeds in about 6 years and
spread out calming the waters.
After our small group of Rotarians, from Berwick, Mornington, Casey, Rosebud Rye,
Warragul and Somerville Tyabb, joined WPSP scientists and the ex Port of Hastings
Harbour Master, Dick, to clean up in the mud I am now looking forward to having
Rotarians join us in January/February for a more enjoyable experience to collect and
plant seeds as part of Rotary’s Seventh Area of Focus.

Captain Dick Cox OAM

BEE ready for World Bee Day
World Bee Day celebrates our hard-working little pollinators
and was declared by the United Nations on 20
December 2017 after a proposal by Slovenia and 3 years of
campaigning.
Why 20 May? This is the birth date of Anton Jansa (17341773), a Slovenian beekeeper, the pioneer of modern bee
keeping and one of the great authorities on the subject of bees.
(worldbeeday.org.au/about)
Do you know about Blue-banded bees?
Named for the vibrant blue bands that run across its abdomen, the blue-banded bee is solitary and is found
across Victoria.
Facts about our little blue-banded bee:
·
grow to between 10mm and 12mm
·
males have five blue bands
·
females have four blue bands
·
Blue banded bees perform a type of pollination called ‘buzz pollination’.
Some flowers try to hide their pollen inside tiny capsules but the blue banded bee will grasp the flower and start
‘head banging’, causing the pollen to shoot out!
Help protect our BEE-autiful blue banded bees by:
·
Building a pollinator nest or ‘bee hotel’
·
Creating a pollinator habitat garden by planting indigenous plants
Check out the gardens for wildlife fact sheets on bee hotels and what plants to use to attract bees to your back
yard. Your council and local friends groups have lots of information to help you.

Bees at Bayside Autumn Fest 2022

Bees is a joyful interactive work in which children are welcomed
into a world of community, communication, wonder and
imagination at Lakeside Green Elsternwick Saturday 21 May.
Explore a buzzing, humming hive of activity, as three
human-sized Bees busy themselves in the creation
of a community alongside children who transform into
bees as they play.
The bees are fascinating, strange and beautiful,
traversing invisible pathways and mapping delicate patterns across the performance space.
Inspired by the mysterious life and work of bees, this re-imagining of public space involves
the slow uncovering of an intricate unseen world. Children are immersed in the sounds,
shapes and scents of the bee world, from their familiar buzz to honeycomb houses and
vibrant pollen. Bees uses ritual, non-verbal communication and the secret world of bee
movement to provide a range of access points for children to participate.

Polyglot Theatre and Bayside Council are presenting this free event for children of all ages.
4 shows: 10.30, 11.30, 12.30 and 1.30
Bees | Polyglot Theatre

Coming events:
ENDING FOOD WASTE IS KEY TO OUR FUTURE
Rotary Food Waste & the Environment - Luncheon

ROTARY FOOD WASTE, Melbourne, 2nd of June | Humanitix

Rotary with its partners, the Sofitel & the City of Melbourne,
are proud to promote awareness of and positive outcomes
for our environment. “The Environment” has recently been
adopted as an area of focus by Rotary International.
As a club of action in advocating for environmental
stewardship, the Rotary Club of Melbourne has worked
closely with the non-profit food rescue organisation SecondBite - in the fight against food waste. The issue of
reducing food waste has been brought into even sharper
focus by the Covid-19 pandemic, with statistics showing that
roughly one-third of the food produced globally is either lost
or wasted every year.
You and your colleagues are warmly invited to attend a
fundraiser for SecondBite hosted by the Rotary Club of
Melbourne with its partners the Sofitel – Melbourne and the
City of Melbourne. This event features a celebrity panel
discussion to raise awareness of how we can reduce food
waste to benefit the environment. A portion of the ticket price
plus the proceeds of the raffle will support the vital work of
SecondBite

I Fix the Planet 2022 has launched: Build Hope and Courage Through I Fix the Planet!
By Ariel Miller
The challenge is to describe your project in a 70-100 second video, and upload it to the
contest site. This year’s round is now interactive! You can meet other teams easily in
the contest’s virtual room in EXPO, ESRAG's Online Social and Resource Centre.
Upload your video to the contest website from any device.
You can view last year's winning videos on the site or enjoy them on the big screens in
our 3-D EXPO gallery.
A jury representing all 12 ESRAG Regional Chapters will chose the winners, which will be showcased at the Rotary International Institute in Basel, Switzerland from 4-6 November. This major conference has the motto OUR FUTURE is NOW!
Last year there were several inspirational entries from Oceania and we hope to see more this year.
Entries close 31 October 2022. https://www.ifixtheplanet.com/11-may

Garden Design Fest 2022
The Rotary Clubs of Kew, Brighton North and Central Melbourne are the proud organisers of Garden DesignFest. Our aim is to raise much needed money for selected charities and to encourage creative, bold, innovative,
versatile, practical, and responsible gardening in Australia.
The main charity will be Youth Suicide Awareness
Garden DesignFest 2022 – Featuring gardens by
some of Australia's most talented landscape designers

