
 

The Rover aims to support RAWCS 
project teams to form, learn, grow, share, 
collaborate, and succeed.


In this issue, we explore water problems 
and water solutions, and especially the 
ways that RAWCS projects are helping to 
make the world a safer place for all.


Due to Covid, we are still using Zoom to 
stay in touch. Please join us Sunday the 
21st of November starting at 9:00am.


The Zoom link is https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/86226781716?
pwd=RG4rVnhoWjhzK3NDdFNmTDdCaT
J4QT09


Hope to see you there!
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These quiz questions came from the Gapminder site and the sources of the data used are listed 
there.

This map shows where RAWCS is currently operating water and sanitation projects.


World Water - A Quick Quiz!
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https://upgrader.gapminder.org/t/sdg-world-06/


 

Thanks to the on-going efforts of caring problem-solvers (like you!) the correct answer to each of those 
questions is already the most hopeful one. 

When we see how much has already been achieved, it helps us believe that progress can continue to be 
made so that no-one is left suffering or dying from water shortage or water purity issues. Many RAWCS 
projects are playing an active role in realising that vision. You can see one here, beautifully expresed.


Today 70% of the world population have access to safe drinking water in their home. Another 20% have 
access to a well or a tap within a 15 minute walk from their home. Across the world the trends are rising, 
and 90% already have access to safe drinking water.


But many people are still killed by preventable infectious diseases and parasites from contaminated 
drinking water. In some places the groundwater level is declining and new solutions are needed to solve 
this, but in most places old solutions would work well.


(I used to wonder why developing countries do not usually choose rainwater tanks as a solution, 
especially when their rainfall is often better distributed over the year than ours. One reason is that poor 
people don’t generally own houses and that landlords are not interested in providing convenient water for 
tenants who could not a pay a premium for it.)


These are some of the current RAWCS projects providing clean water to the 10% missing out!

How Did You Go? Were You In The Know?

http://www.mondeto.com/elijahs-page.html
http://www.mondeto.com/elijahs-page.html
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As we move closer to meeting the government goals of 
CoVid vaccinations, I am seeing some encouraging 
activity ramping up with RAWCS, throughout Australia 
from our passionate and dedicated volunteers. 


Social media posts indicating that we are starting to see 
some activity with DIK loading and providing container 
shipments from Victoria. In our own Eastern Region, the 
project managers are ‘biting at the bit’ to get back to 
some much needed overseas aid. There is wonderful 
news of projects having received Rotary Foundation 
District Grants to assist their overseas projects, and 
teams talking about travelling, at the appropriate, safe 
opportunity.


On the home front, RAM Australia is hosting their Virtual Conference, via Zoom, on 13-14 
November 2021, promoting speakers on a huge range of topics, from malaria vaccines, to 
how we can improve cooperation to finally eliminate malaria, to updates on progress 
towards malaria elimination in our partner countries. The fee is $50 and it will be aired 
10AM-12PM Saturday 13 November and 10AM-12.30PM Sunday 14 November.


Andrea Grosvenor amgrosvenor@iinet.net.au, or Gloria Hargreaves 
egharg@netspace.net.au can assist with the RAM Virtual Conference enquiries.


Districts should be well into the planning for their District Conferences. I urge you to seek 
out the correct contacts and organise to have a display in your district house of 
Friendship. RAWCS Chairs can also enquire of the chance to speak at PETS/GETS as to 
what RAWCS is, and what projects can do for a club with regards to service.


At the moment, in the Eastern Region, we have Districts 9650, 9670 and 9705 receiving 
Federal government funding, via RAWCS national body, to assist rural areas impacted 
from the drought through the Drought Community outreach program – the effects of the 
drought are anticipated to be felt for another 3 years. District Disaster Relief Committees 
have been targeted as the distribution point for the two hundred $500 vouchers. The 
credibility of RAWCS engaging in this program puts us in a good place for future disaster 
support.


I look forward to February 2022, when we hopefully will be able to gather personally, to 
share our passion for RAWCS.


Thanks for all you do.


Brian Coffey 


Eastern Region RAWCS Chair

A Word From The Chair



 




Toilets Matter!

The fact that roughly 10% of the world’s population have no toilet at home is still not good, 
but it is much lower than most people think! In 2000, there were twice as many “going 
without”!


Around 18% of the world’s rural population, mostly in rural communities throughout the world. 
don’t have any form of toilet to use at home, compared to roughly 1% of the urban population. 


Whilst in many places the rural population has access to toilets, in Central and South Asia and 
Sub-Saharan Africa, 29% of the rural population still have to defecate in the open, which 
promotes the spread of typhoid and cholera, painful, distressing and deadly diseases.


Search “Toilets” on our project page to see what we are doing to help!



 

 

Water Can be Food!!

One of the alarming things about projected change in rain and snowfall due to climate change 
is, of course, that 70% of the fresh water that we use is used to grow our food.


Southern Africa, South America (especially Brazil) and Western Australia look most likely to 
struggle with this.


“Water use” can refer to both water withdrawal and water consumption. In our question we are 
referring to freshwater withdrawals. Freshwater withdrawal is the volume of water removed 
from a water body. It is then partly consumed/used and partly returned to the same or another 
water source to be available for future use. Water consumption on the other hand is the water 
that isn’t returned to a water source. Agriculture's share of water consumption is even higher 
than it is for water withdrawals due to crops losing water through evaporation and 
transpiration.


Crops for feeding both humans and animals require lots of water to grow and, according to the 
World Bank, irrigated agriculture represents 20 percent of the total cultivated land in the world, 
and contributes 40 percent of the total food produced worldwide.


Below are listed some projects which are working to improve the effectivemess of irrigation, 
amongst other things!

https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-what-climate-models-tell-us-about-future-rainfall
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-what-climate-models-tell-us-about-future-rainfall


What of the future?

Were you surprised that most countries are using desalination 
plants already? 


Globally, 300 million people get their drinking water from 
desalination plants, but most of the fresh water from them is 
used for agriculture or industry. 


43% of Perth’s water now comes from desalination, 39% fossil 
groundwater, 15% from dams and 3% groundwater 
replenishment.


We often hear about a coming water crisis because of a 
warming climate and a growing global population but we rarely 
hear about solutions. A problem without a solution causes 
hopelessness and apathy so we need to talk about solutions!


We often see news reports talking about the increasing global population and the increasing 
pressure this is placing on the earth’s natural resources, including our water supplies. Naturally this 
causes concern, as we rarely hear about the extensive efforts and resources being put in place to 
solve these problems.


As the demand for water intensifies globally with a growing population and more consumption, 
technologies and methods of producing fresh water must improve. Water recycling, rainwater 
collection, desalination plants and irrigation systems all combine to increase our water efficiency 
and use less water.


Desalination can be a solution, but desalination in massive volumes does also have problems. 


There are two kinds of desalination technology. The first is thermal, which heats up water and then 
captures the condensation. This requires lots of energy, possibly renewable.


Reverse osmosis is the other kind, which forces seawater through the pores of a membrane.


The salty waste left over 
from the process can be 
harmful if released back into 
our oceans. 


Pulling in seawater also 
damages the coastal 
seabed and risks pulling in 
fish and other living plants 
and animal species.


Will we find solutions to 
these problems?


This photo shows a 
RAWCS project in PNG 
using technology to solve 
water problems.



People	join	Rotary	for	many	reasons,	and	they	serve	in	various	ways	
depending	on	the	degree	of	their	commitment.	Some	are	content	to	a<end	
the	weekly	mee>ngs	and	assist	at	fundraisers,	others	take	on	administra>ve	
roles,	giving	more	than	could	be	termed	a	fair	share.	Then	along	comes	a	man	
who	stands	head	and	shoulders	above	his	peers	in	terms	of	his	empathy,	
compassion,	&	sheer	determina>on	to	get	things	done	to	assist	the	
unfortunate	in	our	society.	Such	a	man	is	Mike	Whitehouse.		

Mike	was	inducted	into	the	Rotary	club	of	Kingston,	Tasmania	in	1974,	and	is	a	
Chartered	Accountant.	Obviously,	Rotarians	put	their	voca>onal	and	life	skills	
to	good	use	within	the	structure	of	Rotary,	and	Mike	was	no	different	in	that	
regard.	But	his	enthusiasm	to	help	others,	and	to	serve	his	club	and	District,	

saw	him	take	on	the	role	of	President	in	1993-94,	AG	in	2006-07,	D9380	Treasurer	from	2009-17,	District	
Chair	ARH	from	2011-21	and	Na>onal	Treasurer	of	Rotary	Australia	World	Community	Service	(RAWCS)	from	
2011-21.		

For	his	hard	work	and	commitment,	Mike	has	been	recognised	by	this	Na>on	with	an	OAM,	and	by	Rotary	
with	five	"Paul	Harris	Fellow"	(PHF)	recogni>ons,	and	finally,	Rotary's	highest	award,	the	"Service	Above	Self	
Award."	These	awards	mirror	give	tes>mony	to	Mike's	invaluable	commitment	to	his	Anglican	Diocese	and	
local	church,	to	Alzheimer’s	respite	care	and	Parkinson's	Disease,	while	his	PHF	and	Sapphire	pins	reflect	on	
his	dedica>on,	and	commitment	to	the	ideals	of	Rotary.	Mike	has	used	his	considerable	accountancy	skills	to	
overhaul	the	opera>ons	of	RAWCS,	commencing	with	the	centralisa>on	of	RAWCS's	Regional	accoun>ng	
and	management	systems,	establishing	addi>onal	RAWCS	opera>ng	funds	so	that	na>onal	appeals	can	be	
catered	for,	and	with	a	host	of	other	important	changes,	achieving	financial	sustainability	with	surpluses	
across	all	opera>ng	funds.	But	without	ques>on,	Mike's	greatest	legacy	was	his	handling	of	the	drought	in	
terms	of	partnering	with	Channel	9	and	the	Na>onal	Farmers	Federa>on,	during	which	$10.1M	was	raised	
for	farming	families.	With	the	measures	he	had	put	in	place,	RAWCS	was	able	to	issue	receipts	online	at	the	
rate	of	five	tax	deduc>ble	receipts	per	second	during	the	Chanel	9	telethon!	Recognising	Rotary's	success,	
the	Prime	Minister	asked	Rotary	to	par>cipate	with	the	Salvos	and	Vinnies	in	the	distribu>on	$30M	direct	to	
farming	families.	

	Over	the	past	4	years,	Rotary	has	raised	and	distributed	a	further	$14+M	direct	to	drought	impacted	
farmers.	While	these	figures	are	impressive	of	themselves,	they	don't	tell	the	story	of	the	hours	gegng	to	
and	from	airports	including	from	Tasmania,	to	Sydney	and	Canberra,	ohen	several	>mes	a	week.	Living	in	
motel	rooms	and	through	it	all,	keeping	abreast	of	the	constant	changes	in	protocols	and	requirements.	But	
when	the	monies	were	eventually	allocated,	Mike's	previous	work	in	streamlining	RAWCS	paid	off	with	the	
extremely	rapid	alloca>on	of	funds.	For	me	personally,	it	has	been	one	of	the	greatest	pleasures	of	my	life	to	
meet	a	man	like	Mike	Whitehouse.	I'm	sure	too,	that	his	name,	and	all	that	
he	achieved	in	Rotary	will	be	remembered	for	a	very	long	>me	by	his	peers	
as	a	lesson	in	dedica>on	and	compassion,	and	what	it	really	means	to	be	a	
Rotarian.	And	lastly,	there	will	be	many	farmers	who,	while	being	grateful	for	
the	rapid	way	they	received	their	funds,	probably	don't	even	know	his	name,	
and	being	the	man	he	is,	I'm	sure	Mike	would	appreciate	that	more!	

Reg Pierce

Mike Whitehouse



Malaria in Our Area - RAMS

Malaria causes over 400,000 fatalities every year—many of them among small children—and 
imposes a heavy burden on the health and wellbeing of some 229 million people.



Stay in 
Touch 

Got a Question or 
Suggestion?


You can find the right person 
to ask here:


Eastern Region 
Contacts List


Follow us on 
Facebook


HEERA/DIK


RAM on Facebook


DIK on Facebook


 Photo thanks to

Tony Austin


37-2017-18: Water 
Provision Project, PNG
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