
 

1 

 

November 

2017 

Joel Hart needs special transport.  

He has artistic talents beyond his years, but 13-year-old Joel Hart of Wentworth Falls also has mus-

cular dystrophy, which means he needs a powered wheelchair to get around comfortably. 

Joel has a degenerative form of Muscular Dystrophy. Joel’s mum has been diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis. 

The family, Dad, Mum, Joel and his two sisters need special transport. Upper Blue Mountains Sun-
rise Rotary Club have established a RAWCS project to contribute to raising $40,000. 

This is will be done with the Rotary Australia Compassionate Grants program where the project 
will receive $ for $ boost (up to $10,000). 

 

Linking Eastern Region 
Districts, 9650, 9670, 
9675, 9685, 9700, 9710  

                           

Transport for Joel 
RACG Project 64-2016/17     

Rotary Club of  UPPER BLUE MOUNTAINS SUNRISE D9685  

Rotary takes up the challenge for the Hart Family. 

Above: Joel, a talented 
artist with one of his 
drawings.  
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Saturday evening -  6:30 for 7pm 

 
Saturday evening 
Key Note Speaker:  

DR Bill Gibson,  
Cochlear implant Pioneer 

Saturday afternoon -  2pm - 4:30 
An interesting and informative session for new or exist-
ing Project Managers and Project Volunteers. 
Phill Issacs: 
64/2016-17 Transport for Joel 
Jaime Boys and Bronwyn Thoroughgood 
25/2016-17 D.A.L.E. young parents school  

afternoon tea 

Dr. Sandra Meihubers:  
66/2007-08 Nepal Village Development project 

Saturday evening -  6:30 for 7pm 

Enjoy a 2 course meal with Rotarians and friends. 

Cost: $40 per head; bookings essential 

Key Note speaker: DR BILL GIBSON 
Please join us with visiting Rotarians  from INDIA 

           Pink Umbrella Grants 

Sunday morning -  8:30am  
 

RAWCS Eastern Region General Meeting:  
 

General meeting Featuring “Have your say” everyone gets a 2 
MINUTE opportunity to talk about their special interest. 

 

Please join us for a great weekend.  
 

RSVP: register your intention to attend at: https://goo.gl/forms/zO5JKaYOIiEyJFjK2 

RAWCS Eastern Region Quarterly Meeting  
hosted by District 9685 

November 18th and 19th 2017 
 

Venue: Diggers @ The Entrance, NSW. 

https://goo.gl/forms/zO5JKaYOIiEyJFjK2
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Chairman’s Report 
 

The first 100 days in the role as Eastern Region 
Chair have been exciting and rewarding.  I would 
like to congratulate and thank the team from D9675 
for putting on a wonderful meeting in Kiama on the 
weekend of the 5th and 6th August 2017. A great 
selection of speakers at a great venue. I would like 
to thank the Pink Umbrella Foundation for their 
awards of $1000 to six different projects again. 
These awards are having a huge effect on the 
attendance at our quarterly meetings, as well as 
helping our Project Managers achieve their goals. 
The very special Len Avard award was this year 
awarded to Miriam Jacka DIK Manager for RAWCS 
Eastern Region.  Miriam was very moved when this 
award was made and it was so well deserved. Miri-
am has dedicated much of her time to RAWCS and 
Donations in Kind. Our thanks to Miriam for the 
great work she has done over many years. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS – 
The positions listed below were to be filled by election at 
this Annual General Meeting to serve in the Rotary Year 
2018/2019. The indicated Nominations are the only ones 
received and these all have the endorsement of the Gov-
ernor Elect of the nominee's District. 
It was Moved by Brian Goldstraw, and accepted, that 
these persons be elected to the positions named 
Executive Committee 2018-19: 
Chairman - PDG Adrian Roach 
Secretary - PP Brian Goldstraw 
Treasurer - Rtn Janis Harvey 
Immediate Past Chairman - PP John Roberson 
Vice Chairman - Brian Coffey 
Project Volunteer Manager - PP David Waterhouse 
Project Registration Coordinator - PP Sue O’Neill 
Project Report Coordinator - John Bennetts 
Benevolent Society Coordinator - PP Alan Chesworth 
DIK Coordinator - position vacant 
RAM Coordinator - PP John Macpherson 
Training Coordinator - PP John Roberson 
Newsletter & Promotions Coordinator - PP Sue O’Neill 
Webmaster - Joan Redmond 

 
Taxable Contributions: 
New policy to charge 2.5% on all donations from 1st 
July 2017 and that Rotarians and Rotary Clubs no 
longer have the benefit of not being charged on 
their donations. This is necessary to cover the costs 
of running the RAWCS program. 

FUTURE GENERAL 
MEETINGS  
I am looking for-
ward to our next 
meeting on 18th 
and 19th Novem-
ber 2017 at The 
Entrance hosted 
by D9685 ar-
ranged by Jan 
Pryor and her 
team. Note the General Meeting will start 
at 8:30am on the Sunday 19th. This will al-
low the Management Meeting to be held 
after the General Meeting. 
Bookings to be made online using TryBook-
ing.   Follow this link:   

https://goo.gl/forms/zO5JKaYOIiEyJFjK2 

Management Meeting 
Sunday 19th November - The next Manage-
ment Meeting will be held after the General 
Meeting. (There will not be a Management 
Meeting between the August and November 
General Meetings) 
 
Next Meetings: 

Dates of following General Meetings to be 
arranged by appropriate Districts: 
D9650 (February 2018),  
D9700 (May 2018) and  
D9710 (August 2018). 
 
I will be at a Rotary Foundation Million Dol-
lar Dinner in Port Macquarie on the Satur-
day 18th November so I will be an apology 
for the Saturday meeting. I will however be 
at The Entrance on Sunday morning at 
8.30am to Chair the General Meeting fol-
lowed by the Management meeting. 
Special thank you to the Project Managers 
for the work they do with their RAWCS Pro-
jects. Thanks also to the support people 
who make these projects happen. 
I look forward to seeing you at The En-
trance. 
 

PDG  Adrian Roach  

Eastern Region Chair 

https://goo.gl/forms/zO5JKaYOIiEyJFjK2
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PROFESSOR BILL GIBSON 
 

The man with the 
rolled-up sleeves and 
sauce bottle behind 
the grill at Balmain 
Rotary's regular sau-
sage sizzles is an un-
assuming sort of 
bloke. Few would 
guess that he has 
brought the sounds 
of the world to so 
many. 

The cochlear im-
plant, that wonder-
ful little electronic device, has brought many thou-
sands out of their silent world and is now recog-
nised as life-changing technology for the deaf. 

That so many Australians have been given the gift of 
hearing is due to the surgical skill, perseverance and 
dedication of an extraordinary man: Professor Wil-
liam Gibson. To further a cause he profoundly be-
lieved in, he overcame much opposition. 

Surgically inserted in the ear, an implant does not 
cure deafness; it is a prosthetic substitute for hearing 
that does the work of the damaged hair cells of the 
inner ear, the cochlea, to send sound signals to the 
brain. 

 

Professor Bill Gibson will be our guest speaker at the 
quarterly Eastern Region RAWCS meeting on Satur-
day 18th November at Diggers at The Entrance.  

You are welcome to join us! 

 
Miriam Jacka receives the Prestigious  

LEN AVARD Award 
 

At our August quarterly meeting in Kiama the 

Len Avard Award was presented to Miriam 

Jacka by Graham (Morph) Morphett.  As an in-

troduction to the award Morph advised that 

the award was first presented in 1996 and has 

been presented every year since then.  This 

year there were nine nominations.  For the 

nomination to be chosen a professional pro-

posal is required. Morph then called Miriam 

Jacka forward to receive that award recognising 

her 17 years commitment to Vanuatu as a pro-

ject manager for projects on Espiritu Santo and 

12 years commitment to DIK, more recently as 

the manager of the DIK Warehouse. 

The Len Avard award is an annual award given 
to the RAWCS Rotarian judged to  be RAWCS 
Rotarian of the Year within Eastern Region.  

This is a most prestigious award and has includ-
ed volunteers and RAWCS administration Ro-
tarians.  

Pictured above: Graham (Morph) Morphett pre-
senting the award to Miriam. 

You are welcomed and encouraged to nomi-
nate a RAWCS volunteer for this Award. Sub-
missions should be a written nomination lim-
ited to one A4 page. 

Morph - (Graham Morphett)  

nominations can be emailed to Morph 
gc.morphett@gmail.com and ER Chairman Adrian 
Roach  adrian@valleyfresh.net 
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PP Haran Ramachandran from the Rotary Club of the Hills-
Kellyville has worked with D3232 India to organise a Friendship 
Exchange. During November 100 visiting Rotarians will be host-
ed by several Australian Rotary Districts.  
We will have the pleasure of the visitors company at the 
RAWCS Eastern Region meeting at The Entrance.  
 
D3232 DGE Srinivasan a key organiser in the Friendship Exchange is hoping to form 
Sister Club agreements and have Joint Projects be the centre piece of the visit.   

Experience different cultures and build international  
friendships through Rotary Friendship Exchange 

Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program for Rotary 
members and friends that allows participants to take turns hosting one 
another in their homes and clubs. 

 

What are the benefits? 
• Broaden international understanding 
• Build enduring friendships 

• Establish a foundation for peace and service 
• Explore a specific profession or job in a different context 

• Gain opportunities for active project involvement and support 
• Learn about a region’s people, food, languages, customs, and history 

• Find partners for grants  
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Have you seen the RAWCS Annual Report for the 
year ending June 30, 2017? If not you can find it on 
the RAWCS website at: http://rawcs.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2015/10/RAWCS-Annual-Report-2017.pdf  
 

2016-17 was another great year for RAWCS. Here’s 
some of what our National Chairman PDG Michael 
Perkins had to say in his annual report:  
 
OVERVIEW 
During the past year we have been privileged to 
assist Australian Rotarians deliver exceptional assis-
tance within local communities and overseas.  
 
This was our 52nd year of operation, and in the last 
year, together we have achieved: 
 The delivery of more than $20 million of human-

itarian aid to developing countries;  
 Managed 950 volunteers that made up 136 

teams working in many different countries;  
 Donated and delivered in excess of $10m in do-

nated goods through Donations in Kind;  
 Distributed millions of long-lasting insecticide-

treated bed nets in malaria zones in Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste;  

 Provided more than $2 million for assistance to 
people in need in Australia. 

We are proud of what everyone involved in RAWCS 
– the volunteers out on projects, Rotarians manag-
ing organisation, our staff, committees and board – 
have achieved together.  
 
OUR SERVICES 
RAWCS has a number of arms allowing the provi-
sion of services both overseas and locally. We have 
introduced three new funds during the year. 
 The Developed Country Disaster Relief Fund.  
 Rotary Australia Compassionate Grants Pro-

gram. We are able to offer grants on a $ for $ 
basis to assist Australians doing it tough. 

 a Public Ancillary Fund.  
Our other fund arms of RAWCS that continue to op-
erate are:  
 Rotary Australia Overseas Aid Fund (RAOAF)  
 Rotary Australia Benevolent Society (RABS)  
 Donations in Kind (DIK) 
 Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) 
 

STRUCTURAL CHANGES 
RAWCS is a major corporation and needs to 
be managed as such. There have been signifi-
cant changes at Board level to ensure our op-
erations are sustainable and remain at the 
highest standard.  
We have upgraded online support systems to 
make our website more customer friendly and 
handle mass traffic. This will allow users to 
deliver their project in the safe knowledge 
RAWCS administrative systems are robust.  
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
We are all part of a special team - Rotary, 
with RAWCS just one part of this team. 
RAWCS is the infrastructure facilitating Rotar-
ians to continue their humanitarian efforts – 
something not always fully understood. 
We are pleased Rotary clubs are connecting 
our facilities with grants they can achieve 
from The Rotary Foundation.  
 

On behalf of the Board, I would further like to 
recognise all RAWCS volunteers and support-
ers who give of their time, talent and funds so 
generously. I also personally thank the Direc-
tors, Activity Chairs and management teams 
for the enormous amount of work they have 
all put in over the past 12 months.  
 

National Chairman PDG Michael Perkins 
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Chairman PDG Adrian Roach 

Secretary Brian Goldstraw 

Treasurer Janis Harvey 

Immediate Past Chairman John Roberson 

Assistant Secretary Ron Marcus 

Project Registration Co-Ordinator Sue O’Neill 

Volunteer Co-Ordinator Lloyd Chatfield 

Deputy Volunteer Co-Ordinator David Waterhouse 

Project Report Co-Ordinator John Bennetts 

Benevolent Society Co-Ordinator Alan Chesworth 

Donations in Kind   Miriam Jacka 

R.A.M. Chair John Macpherson 

RAWCS Rover and Promotion Sue O’Neill 

Training Officer John Roberson 

Webmaster Joan Redmond 

RAWCS 
with  

Region Teams Total  
volunteers 

countries Donation 
value 

Work  
value 

Total  
value 

Central 8 37 4 $97,976 $98,360 $196,336 

Eastern 59 455 10 $1,098,685 $1,514,341 $2,613,026 

Northern 24 156 10 $415,440 $347,504 $762,944 

Southern 37 215 14 $542,560 $1,122,103 $1,664,663 

Western 8 87 5 $116,700 $202,800 $319,500 

Totals 136 950  $2,271,361 $3,285,108 $5,556,469 

  

District 9650         Greg Moran 

District 9670 Brian Coffey 

District 9675 Malcolm Brown 

District 9685 Jan Pryor 

District 9700 Chris Finkel 

District 9710 Glen Wran 

  

National Administrator  Belinda Griffen 

National Chairman Michael Perkins 

National Secretary Hank de Smit 

National Treasurer Mike Whitehouse 

Region volunteer 
hours 

countries containers  

- 20’ 
$ goods 

value 

Northern - QLD 4,200 9 35 $2.275mill 

Eastern - NSW 5,880 9 49 $3.185mill 

Southern-VIC/TAS 6,480 12 54 $3.510mill 

Central - SA 1,560 5 13 $.845mill 

Western - WA 1,200 5 10 $.650mill 

Totals 19,320  161 $10.465m 
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Rotary Australia World Community Service Ltd AIM is to support Australian Rotarians and Rotary Clubs 
in assisting disadvantaged communities with humanitarian aid projects. 

 

 
Visit RAWCS Eastern Region website: www.rawcseastern.org.au/  Visit RAWCS National website: www.rawcs.com.au/ 

Children using solar powered computers in the library at the Port Resolution School installed by RAWCS project: 

Education Facilities for Port Resolution & East Tanna Schools - Tanna Island - VANUATU  

RAWCS  project  70-2013/14     

Rotary Club of  GUNGAHLIN  D9710  


