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May 

2017 

Supporting the Siem Reap community, CAMBODIA 
 

“Feeding Dreams” providing educational, vocational and outreach support to Siem Reap community.   
 

Rotary e-Club of  GREATER SYDNEY D9685 project 1/2016-17 

VOLUTEERING OPPORTUNITY 

800 children and youth walk through Feeding Dreams gates daily 

Rotarians believe ordinary people can do extraordinary things. This embodies the spirit of “Feeding Dreams” 

founder and director, Queensland born Kerry Huntly. Kerry has now lived in Siem Reap for 9 years, and has dedi-

cated this time to establishing programs and initiatives to improve the lives of Cambodian families.  

“We consider Australian Rotary Clubs to be our greatest ally. Over the years’ wonderful friendships have grown 

with many special Rotarian humanitarians. Rotarians visit Feeding Dreams and they always take great pride in see-

ing first hand, how together we change lives”. Kerry said. “The iconic Rotary Wheel is displayed in recognition of 

how Rotary has championed our cause. We hope many more Rotarians come to visit! For now, on behalf of our 

800 students and their families, we would like to thank RAWCS and Australian Rotarians for the continued support 

for Feeding Dreams Cambodia”. 

Linking Eastern Region 
Districts, 9650, 9670, 
9675, 9685, 9700, 9710  
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with  
RAWCS 

RAWCS Eastern Region Quarterly Meeting  
hosted by District 9670 

May 27th and 28th 2017 
 

Venue: BELMONT 16’S, The Parade, BELMONT, NSW. 

 

Key Note Speaker:  

Tahlia Smith,  
talks about her journey as a Lyme's Disease survivor 

The following quarterly meetings will be held:  

August 5 - 6 hosted by D9675 in KIAMA AGM 

November 18 - 19  hosted by D9685 at THE ENTRANCE  

Saturday afternoon -  2pm - 4:30 
• Interplast - Judy Hicks 
• Nondugl , PNG, Keith Bush 
• Lathie school, Santo - 

Kathryn Bennett 
• RAWCS & Rotary Founda-

tion - PDG Adrian Roach 

afternoon tea 

• Didi Foundation - Jan Pryor 
• Alliance for Smiles - Annie 

Partridge. 
An energetic afternoon of Rotary 

achievement. 

Saturday evening -  6:30 for 7pm 

Enjoy a 2 course meal with 

Rotarians and friends. 

Key Note speaker: 

TAHLIA SMITH 

RABS recipient and 

 LYMES Disease survivor 

          Pink Umbrella Grants 
Cost: $40 per head. 

Bookings essential 

Sunday morning -  9am  
 

RAWCS Eastern Region General 
Meeting:  

 

Featuring “Have your say” every-
one gets a 2 MINUTE opportunity 
to talk about their project or spe-
cial interest. 

 

 

Please join us for a great 
weekend.  

 

RSVP: Secretary Ted Lewis: lewist-
ed@ozemail.com.au 
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Chairman’s Report 
 

Meetings 

The last meeting held in 
Canberra was well attend-
ed and I must congratulate 
PP Brian Goldstraw, and his 
D9710 RAWCS committee 
for a great weekend. 

The focus on projects in 
Timor-Leste was well re-
ceived with presentations on Saturday after-
noon and evening. 

PDG Jeff Crofts from Cairns, D9550 who is the 
D9550 Timor-Leste Liaison Officer, addressing 
us about the situation in Timor-Leste and who 
our projects should notify if working there. 

A representative from the Embassy of Timor-
Leste in Canberra Mr. Savio gave a comprehen-
sive and impassioned presentation on how 
their fledging country is developing and how 
we can best respond to their needs. 

The progress they have made is amazing and 
RAWCS Project Managers need to be profes-
sional and direct assistance to meet present 
needs in Timor-Leste. 

Future of RAWCS 
It has become apparent that a number of our 
large donors have now gained registration for 
DGR status in their own right and RAWCS will 
no longer benefit from the service fees we had 
been receiving.  
 

The RAWCS Secretariat has become a neces-
sary addition to our operation. They provide 
the accountability, foreign exchange facility, 
the website where you can see your balances 
and an office for the Company. It comes at a 
cost that needs to be applied fairly to all users. 
The RAWCS Board is considering this matter 
and more will be announced when their new 
direction is resolved. 

Projects for Eastern Region 

PP Lloyd Chatfield is doing a great job with the 
volunteers but I believe he need to start train-
ing a Deputy to carry on the job in future 
years. Please talk to Lloyd or myself if you are 
interested in assisting. 

 

PP Sue O’Neill is now capably advising new 
overseas projects how to make their appli-
cation and forwarding them to RAWCS Na-
tional when they are ready to be registered. 

PP Alan Chesworth is available to assist all 
who want to register a RABS project. He will 
forward your application to RAWCS National 
for registration. 

Please note that the RAWCS Board has ap-
proved the move to an online registration 
form for all projects so expect some change 
during this year. 

Volunteer Teams  

During 2016-17 we have had 445 volunteers 
travel on 57 teams. This is very close to the high-
est we have ever had and I believe we will have 
more in future. 

Eastern Region Website 

A huge thank you to Joan Redmond who has 
transferred our website to the National site and 
is now maintaining the site in that location. Well 
done Joan! 

As this is my last quarterly report I would like to 
thank my Secretary Ted Lewis for his support 
and assistance over my 3 years as Chair of East-
ern Region. I also want to pay tribute to the ded-
ication and work 
of Ted who has 
been Eastern Re-
gion Secretary for 
over 16 yrs and 
steps down on 30th 
June 2017. We 
have been very 
fortunate to have 
a man of his ability 
for such a long pe-
riod of time. 

I would also like to thank Janis Harvey for her 
work as Treasurer over the past 12 months. 
Thank you to all Regional Officers for your work 
and dedication. Without your efforts, the Region 
would not be as vibrant and successful as it has 
become.  

I know that as we leave Eastern Region it is in 
the capable hands of PDG Adrian Roach as Chair 
and PP Brian Goldstraw as Secretary. I wish them 
every success in guiding Eastern Region forward. 

PP John Roberson – 28th May 2017 
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Your local project could be eligible for a 
matching grant up to $10,000 

Rotary Australia Compassionate Grants (RACG)  
have been made possible by a $1,000,000 donation 
to Rotary Australia World Community Service 
(RAWCS) by philanthropist, Dick Smith.  

All RACG Projects have DGR status with the ATO. 
i.e. donations are tax deductible.  

The aim of the RACG Projects is to provide assis-
tance to disadvantaged members of the Australian 
community.  

What are RACG Project Criteria?  

 RACG online Project Applications may be sub-
mitted by a Rotary Club or a Rotary District.  

 RACG Projects must provide specific, direct re-
lief to people in need (not be simply a general 
funding donation to an organisation).  

 The funding must satisfy a specific need and 
may be provided directly to a person or people. 
Alternatively, the funding may be to an organi-
sation to provide a piece of equipment.  

 The project should be such as to arouse the 
compassion of the community.  

 The project should define and target the disad-
vantage or need of the people or group of peo-
ple for whom it is intended.  

 The concept of disadvantage could arise from 
sickness, suffering, distress, misfortune, disabil-
ity, destitution, helplessness or poverty.  

 Grants priority will be given to those whose dis-
advantage has arisen from an event over which 
they had no control, such as an accident, as-
sault or medical condition.  

A PowerPoint presentation will soon be available 
on the National website that explains RACG. 

RACG project: Insulin pumps for children  

Nominations for the Prestigious  
LEN AVARD Award 

 

Before the end of the Rotary year nomina-
tions will be called for the RAWCS Eastern 
Region LEN AVARD Award.  

The Len Avard award is an annual 
award given to the RAWCS Rotarian judged 
to  be RAWCS Rotarian of the Year within 
Eastern Region.  

This is a most prestigious 
award and has included 
volunteers and RAWCS ad-
ministration Rotarians.  

Previous awardees include:
- Ron Marcus, Jack Elliott, Ron Wynn, Bill 
Walker, Ron Sommers, Lou Brown, Sue 
O’Neill and many more worthy recipients. 

You are welcomed and encouraged to nomi-
nate a RAWCS volunteer for this Award. Sub-
missions should be a written nomination lim-
ited to one A4 page. 

Nominations need to be CONFIDENTIAL. 
Please take time in researching your nomi-
nated Rotarian.  

Morph - (Graham Morphett)  

nominations can be emailed to Morph 
gc.morphett@gmail.com and ER Chairman John 
Roberson johnroberson@bigpond.com 

 

 
 

Keith Roffey has arranged to rent premises at 
Castle Hill  at reasonable rental for possibly 3 
to 5 years. The intention is for selected mate-
rial from Minchinbury Depot be transferred 
to this location late this year. We will vacate 
our present premise by September 2017.  
 

We will need volunteers to assist with move, 
the operation of and the funding of DIK in 
Eastern Region. 
 

We will not be receiving assistance from 
RAWCS National in the long term. All DIK op-

erations in other Regions 
are self-funded and we are 
slowly adjusting to a user 
pays system with a levy 
now being placed on each 
container packed and sent. 
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Have you checked out RAWCS on facebook!!  
If not, jump online and “like” our facebook page. 
While you are there check out some of the great 
projects featured. 

Would you like your project featured on facebook?  

We are always looking for stories and photos of 
your projects to help with promoting RAWCS. Not 
only do we hope to give your projects useful expo-
sure but also to utilise your work as an example to 
generate interest in the development of new pro-
jects amongst Rotary members. 

Send brief summaries of your project  with 2 high 
res photos. Summaries can be in dot points.  

We will be highly grateful for any assistance in – it 
will help us build a stronger RAWCS. 

Email: evanBurrell@rotarydownunder.com.au  

     Share your story!  

 

With RAWCS YOU can 
make a difference!   

 I hope you have enjoyed 
this issue and you have 
been inspired by all 
RAWCS has to offer.  

RAWCS is a significant business with an exciting fu-
ture. The RAWCS management team are putting in 
sound strategies to enable  growth and more oppor-
tunities for Rotarians to do wonderful humanitarian 
work locally and internationally.  

Our quarterly meetings are a great opportunity to 
see what RAWCS is all about. All Rotarians and 
friends are welcome to attend. If you can make it 
we would love to see you there.  

Yours in Rotary Service,  PP Sue O’Neill 
RAWCS Rover Editor 
Rotary Club of WOY WOY D9685 
 
If you have an inspiring project or any RAWCS or RABS 
news we would welcome a report. Please email RAWCS 
Rover editor: Sue O’Neill:  sue_oneill@hotmail.com 

Project Manager Reports 
The Project Manager reports for 1st July 
2016- 31st Dec 2016 have been emailed to 
each Project Manager and Deputy Project 
Manager. Please complete them promptly if 
you have not already done so. Send me an 
email if you want a new link sent. 
 

The next Project Man-
ager reports for the 
period 1st Jan-  30th 
June 2017 will be 
emailed in mid- July. 
 

Team Leader Reports 
Can I please ask that Team Leaders make 
sure that they upload at least 2 photos for 
publicity purposes and tell a story or put in 
dot points about their achievements so that 
RDU can publicize your trip. Send me an 
email if you want a new link sent to you. 
 
 

Eastern Region Chairman: John Roberson  
chair.eastern@rawcs.org.au 

Sustainable CAMBODIA  # 39-2008/09     

Rotary Club of  CENTRAL BLUE MTNS D9685  

Medical Repurposing Network  
Project 43-2015/16     

Rotary Club of  SYDNEY COVE D9675  
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Queensland Researchers take “Huge Step 
Towards a Malaria Free World” 

A world-first anti-malaria vaccine developed at Queens-
land's Griffith University has been hailed as a huge step 
towards a malaria-free world. It is now being considered 
for countries where malaria is endemic. 

Researchers from Griffith University and the Gold Coast University Hospital have now developed the 
vaccine to "whole blood stage". This means they have shown the vaccine is safe for humans to take 
and for human tests to go ahead. 

One of the researchers, Griffith University’s Professor Michael Good – is so convinced it is safe he 
has become the first person to inoculate himself with the trial vaccine. 

Malaria causes fatigue, fever, seizures and, if untreated, coma and death in almost half of the 
world. 

It is spread easily by the bite from an infected Anopheles mosquito and is endemic in 
tropical countries of regions such as Latin America, Asia and the sub-Saharan Africa. Ac-
cording to the World Health Organisation there were 212 million cases of malaria in 2015 
and 429,000 deaths. 

In 2015 nearly half of the world's population was at risk of malaria.  
• Most malaria cases and deaths occur in sub-Saharan Africa. 
• South East Asia, Latin America and the Middle East are also at risk. 
• In 2015, 91 countries had major problems with malaria. 
• Children under five, pregnant women, people with HIV/ AIDS and 

non-immune migrants are most at risk. 
• 80 per cent of victims are children. 

Professor Good and fellow researcher Danielle Stanisic first began clinical trials in 2013 with Gold 
Coast University Hospital. Professor Good said he wanted to take the vaccine to show it was safe: 

'We've now taken a human version of the vaccine and tested it in volunteers and shown it is safe and 
induces an immune response," she said. 

"This is a world first. We are the first to put a vaccine like this into humans that has potential to pro-

tect against multiple strains of malaria." Professor Culleton said. 

"We desperately need new approaches to the control and eventual elimination of malaria, an insidi-
ous disease that preys on young children in the tropics”, he said. 

There are approximately 3.2 billion people cur-
rently living with malaria. 

Rotary Groups have a fundraising appeal that 
will begin to raise the $500,000 to get the vac-
cine to countries where malaria is a major health 
risk.  
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Chairman John Roberson 

Deputy Chairman Brian Goldstraw 

Secretary Ted Lewis 

Treasurer Janis Harvey 

Immediate Past Chairman Harry Durey 

Assistant Secretary Ron Marcus 

Project Registration Co-Ordinator Sue O’Neill 

Volunteer Co-Ordinator Lloyd Chatfield 

Project Report Co-Ordinator John Glass 

Benevolent Society Co-Ordinator Alan Chesworth 

Donations in Kind   Miriam Jacka 

R.A.M. Co-Ordinator David Pearson 

RAWCS Rover and Promotion Sue O’Neill 

Webmaster Joan Redmond 

Chairman 2017 -  2020 Adrian Roach 

Secretary 2017 -  2020 Brian Goldstraw 

  

District 9650         Bob Neich 

District 9670 Brian Coffey 

District 9675 Lloyd Chatfield 

District 9685 Jan Pryor 

District 9700 Chris Finkel 

District 9710 Brian Goldstraw 

  

National Administrator  Belinda Griffen 

National Chairman Michael Perkins 

National Secretary Hank de Smit 

National Treasurer Mike Whitehouse 

Is your project in VANUATU 
CURRENT ESSENTIAL INFORMATION               

REGARDING ENTRY INTO TO VANUATU 

RAWCS National has 
an MOU at present 
being signed by the 
government in Vanua-
tu. Just takes some 
time in their parlia-

ment. The MOU is an overriding document. 

Before traveling to VANUATU, every Team 
Leader or Project manager must have a letter 
signed by the relevant departmental person in 
Vanuatu confirming what work they are doing 
and where in Vanuatu they will work. They are 
required to list the members of the team. 

If they show that letter on entry to the Depart-
ment of Immigration they will be allowed entry. 

If they do not have that letter then they may be 
refused entry. 

These are the official contacts in Vanuatu Gov-
ernment Departments: 

Department of Sector Policy Planning and Aid 
Coordination (DSPPAC) 

Mr Scott Monteiro | Team Leader   
Vanuatu Health Resource Mechanism (VHRM) | 
Ministry of Health.  

E: smonteiro@vanuatu.gov.vu   

Mr John Jovi | Project and Aid Coordination 
Officer.  E: jjovi@vanuatu.gov.vu  

If you are travelling to Vanuatu on a RAWCS trip 
and want more information please contact Vol-
unteer Coordinator Lloyd Chatfield to ensure 
that you are fully informed of what is required. 

E: lloyd.chatfield@bigpond.com 

KEY DOCUMENTATION 
You can see the current Board Articles of Asso-
ciation and Regulations and the Committee 
Terms of Reference,  as well  RAWCS Policies 
at - www.rawcs.org.au/key-documentation/ 

mailto:smonteiro@vanuatu.gov.vu
mailto:jjovi@vanuatu.gov.vu
http://rawcs.org.au/key-documentation/
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Rotary Australia World Community Service Ltd AIM is to support Australian Rotarians and Rotary Clubs 
in assisting disadvantaged communities with humanitarian aid projects. 

 

 
Visit RAWCS Eastern Region website: www.rawcseastern.org.au/  Visit RAWCS National website: www.rawcs.com.au/ 

Rotary Solar Lights - WORLDWIDE  

project  36-2011/12    Rotary Club of  SUTHERLAND D9675  

RABS Taldumande and Homeless Youth Project, 
AUSTRALIA   project 45/2015-16  

Rotary Club of  MOSMAN and NORTHBRIDGE D9685   

IDENTIFY THE NEED 

 
 

TAILOR IT TO FIT RAWCS CRITERIA 

 
 

RAISE THE FUNDS 

 and SEE YOUR IDEA COME TO LIFE 
 

RAWCS provides the support and infrastructure 
for projects and volunteers.  Project donations 
are tax deductable. The programs facilitate turn-
ing your ideas into reality.  

ROTARY AUSTRALIA WORLD  
COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

allows you and your club to implement charitable 
initiatives to address issues that matter to you.    

         

        The process is simple: 


